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Facts that Matter

on the proposed casinos in Sedgwick County

CASINOS

On August 7', vote
b4 NO on aregional casino and

P4 NO on a racetrack casino!

For more info, please wisit the website: WWW.NO Casinos SG.org

Casinos Are:

1. BAD FOR KANSAS

In 1986 Kansas voters amended the state constitution to permit a “state-owned and operated lottery”.
But, in 1994 the Kansas Supreme Court ruled the word “lottery” is synonymous with the word “gambling”.
So, voters unintentionally and unknowingly approved the State of Kansas to own and operate casinos.

During the 2007 session, the legislature passed and the governor signed Senate Bill 66 for the state
to own and operate casinos in four zones, subject to approval by voters in the home counties. Sedgwick
County is in one of the zones.

County-wide referendum

On August 7, voters in Sedgwick County will cast ballots containing two questions:
1. “Shall the Kansas lottery be authorized to operate a lottery gaming facility in Sedgwick Co.?”
Translation: “Shall the state be authorized to own and operate a casino in Sedgwick County?”
2. “Shall the Kansas Lottery be authorized to place electronic gaming machines in Sedgwick Co.?”

Translation: “Shall the state be authorized to own and operate a racetrack casino at the Wichita
Greyhound Park?”
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Fox watching the hen house

No other state in the union owns and operates
casinos, for a good reason! The fox will be watch-
ing the hen house! The state will be regulating
and policing the business it owns and operates,
creating enormous opportunities for corruption of
government officials.

2. BAD FOR BUSINESS

Casino promoters claim a casino would create new
jobs and bring thousands of tourists into Sedgwick
County. But, here are the real facts.

Casinos are fundamentally predatory.

A 2006 consultants’ study commissioned by the
Kansas Lottery estimates

e Over three-fourths of the casino
revenues would come from the surround-
ing 25-mile region, less than the distance
across Sedgwick County.

*  Only 11% of the revenue would come
from gamblers living more than 50 miles
from the casinos.

Money flowing out of the region would be five
times more than the money flowing in. Most of
the $234 million gambled and lost at the two
casinos would go to the investors and the state.
In fact, the casinos would drain $137 million
annually out of the local economy. This would
have the same economic impact as eliminating
over 90% of McConnell Air Force Base military
and civilian payroll.

Diminishing jobs

Casino promoters like to talk about the so-called
“new jobs created at the casino.” But, they fail to
tell you about the declining retail sales and dimin-
ishing jobs in the surrounding region that will more
than offset the jobs at the casinos. The casinos
would simply redistribute local discretionary dol-

lars. Rather than buying a shirt or going to a movie,
local money would be spent in the casinos.

e Caniglia's, a 59-year-old landmark restau-
rant in Omaha, Nebraska was destroyed
by a nearby casino. The owner said the
opening of a casino in Council Bluffs,
Towa, across the Missouri River, reduced
the restaurant’s business 40%.

e (Casinos are a “sponge on the local
economy... Only four years after the
introduction of casinos in Atlantic City,
about a third of the city’s retail businesses
had closed.” (The Luck Business by Robert
Goodman)

*  “We were wrong. ... The last thing we
want to see happen to a prosperous
family-oriented community is the atroci-
ties we have brought upon ourselves and
the rest of lowa.” (John Krantz, chairman
of Adventureland park and hotel in Altoona,
Towa. In 1995, he supported adding slot
machines at the Prairie Meadows racetrack.)

A study commissioned by the Chicago Better
Government Association concluded:

e [llinois riverboat casino owners are the
biggest winners. The casinos have made
a few privileged individuals incredibly rich.

* Riverboats have failed to create new
tourism. The evidence is overwhelming
and conclusive.

e Purchases patrons made outside casinos
have been minimal.

*  Most of the gamblers are locals. Over
five-sixths of the money is not new
money brought into the local area. It is
money that is already in the community.

Buffett speaks out

“Government should not be in the position
of ‘selling the needles’ for addictive products.
It is ‘cynical’ of government to be encourag-
ing its citizens to do things that will harm
them.”

“For every lucky person there are hundreds
of thousands who just keep feeding the kitty
and, net, it’s a big loser for the citizenry.”
— Warren Buffett, 2004 interview

Regional casinos in lowa are a
drain on local economies

An independent study of lowa cities compared the
growth rate in taxable retail sales of six mid-size
cities without a casino to four similar size cities
with a casino, between 1996 and 2004.

The average annual rate of growth of taxable
retail sales in the six cities without casinos was
3.4%, compared to 0.7% for the four cities with
casinos, as shown in the table below.

Cities without casinos

AINES oo 4.8%
MUSCAtINE. .covvveieeeiriieeeereee e 4.6%
Cedar Falls....cooovvoviiieiiieiiiecieeecene, 3.8%
Towa City coveevereeriinieienicneeicicnceeens 3.3%
Fort Dodge ..c.voevvevieiveiviiieiiiiciene, 2.0%
Mason City....coeveereereeneninierencneenens 1.6%
AVEIAZE cvvvverirersrsrravessorssssssssorssssssssss 3.4%
Cities with casinos
OttUMWA oo 1.4%
ClHNLON veveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 1.1%
Marshaltown ..ccoooevevvvieiviieeeeeeeene, 0.7%
Burlington ....coeeveevenenieininieieens -0.5%
AVEIAZE cvvvverirersrsrravessorssssssssorssssssssss 0.7%

3. BAD FOR FAMILIES
AND COMMUNITY

Casinos in Sedgwick County would destroy
thousands of gamblers and their families, through
gambling addictions.

e A key cause of addiction is ACCESSI-

BILITY: the time and effort required to

travel to a gambling casino.

*  “The presence of a casino within 50 miles
roughly doubles the prevalence of prob-
lem and pathological gamblers.” (National
Gambling Impact Study Commission Final
Report)

e (Casinos cannot survive without addicted
gamblers. Casinos obtain over 80% of
revenue from 20% of the customers.

(Jackpot, by Robert Shook)

*  29% of casino players have a gambling
addiction problem. (Study conducted for
state of Connecticut)

e A pathological gambler costs society
$13,586 annually for crime, business
expense, unemployment, money from
family, friends and employers, illness,
social services and bankruptcy. (Dr. Earl
Grinols, a nationally recognized economist)

e “The community could eventually have
between 5,200 and 7,800 pathological
gamblers. At a cost of $13,586 for each,
the annual burden on the community
could range between $71 and $106
million.” (Study commissioned by Wichita
Downtown Development Corporation)

e Social costs would average over 12 times
the amount received by local govern-
ments.

4. BAD FOR
DOWNTOWN WICHITA

Several investors are proposing locating the regional
casino in downtown Wichita. In fact, a Canadian
company is proposing the absurd idea of converting
the CROWN JEWEL OF WICHITA, Century II
and the Hyatt Regency hotel, into a 35-acre casino
complex.

Unfortunately when voters go to the polls on
August 7™ they won’t know where the casino will
be located. So, don’t take a chance on casino inves-
tors destroying downtown Wichita!

5. DON'T BE MISLED

*  Money leaving county on buses to casinos
is trivial
Casino promoters claim casinos would not increase

the money spent at casinos, since bus-loads of gam-
blers travel to casinos in northeast Kansas and

continued next page



The ABCs of casinos

Addiction
Bankruptcy
Crime and Corruption
Destruction of families and businesses

Wichita Eagle, April 19, 2005 — Notice the date. The Eagle has since changed its mind.
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NO CASINOS continued from previous page

Oklahoma. But the facts don’t support this assertion. A bus-load of gamblers departing Wichita every
day of the year exports about $1 million dollars annually. Five buses loaded with gamblers export about
$5 million annually. That is only 4 % of the $137 million the casinos in Sedgwick County would export
out of the area annually.

¢ Possibility of casino in Sumner County remote
Would an investor put $250 million in a casino in Sumner County, if the casinos referendum in Sedgwick
County fails? That would be unlikely. With a population of only 26,000, the investment risk would simply
be too high, even if the casino is located on the county line, next to Sedgwick County.

PLEASE NOTE:

Families and churches who are opposed to gambling in Sedgwick Co, need to take an active stand against
it. Some of the things that we can do are:

e Voter Registration in our churches (last day to register is Sunday, July 22)

e Advanced Voter applications (for people who will be out of town or just want the convenience
of the advanced ballots. Get extra and give them to your friends and neighbors).

e Get yard signs at your churches and put them in your yard on July 5th. Also, get your friends and
neighbors to help on this project.

* Talk about it with others and fire them up to get the vote out. We must fight for our values.
*  Most importantly, on August 17th, vote NO on a regional casino, and NO on slot machines at
the racetrack.
JOIN US IN FIGHTING THIS BATTLE!

To offer your support or for more information, contact: Mark Kahrs, chairman (316) 269-4343
Send donations to: NO CASINOS, PO Box 782676, Wichita, KS 67278-2676

NO CASINOS in Sedgwick County is a committee of Stand Up For Kansas, a 502 (c)4 organization.
Donations are not tax deductible. Paid for by NO CASINOS in Sedgwick County, a committee of Stand Up For Kansas,
Ronald K. Badger, Treasurer.

A Most Dangerous
Piece of Legislation

By Sandy Hawk

On the National Day of Prayer (May 3™,
2007), a majority of the Members of the House
of Representatives have slapped Christians
in the face with the passage of H.R. 1592.
Though allegedly designed to help local law
enforcement officials deal with violent hate
crimes, this legislation actually creates two new
federally-protected minority groups: “sexual
orientation” and “gender identity” — both of
which are undefined by the law.

This legislation strikes at the heart of free
speech and freedom of religious expression.
Why? Because statements critical of sexual
orientation or gender identity can be pros-
ecuted — if those statements were part of the
motivation of a person committing a crime
against a homosexual or cross-dresser.

The so-called “hate crime” legislation be-
gins to lay the legal foundation and framework
to investigate, prosecute and persecute pastors,
business owners, and anyone else whose actions
are based upon and reflect the truths found in
the Bible.

Anyone who has taken time to carefully
read this bill knows that it is based upon several
false premises and inaccurate statements about
the extent of alleged “hate crimes” against
homosexuals, transsexuals and other gender
confused individuals. This legislation falsely
claims that:

* Thereis an epidemic of hate crimes target-
ing homosexuals, transsexuals and gender
confused individuals and that local law
enforcement officials are overwhelmed in
dealing with these crimes.

* Homosexuals, transsexuals and other per-
secuted groups are so fearful that they must
flee across state lines to seek refuge — and
have trouble purchasing goods and services
in their home state.

e Hate-filled groups are pursuing these
homosexuals and transsexuals across state
lines to beat them up.

FBI statistics from 2005 show no epidemic
of hate crimes against homosexuals or transsex-
uals; and there is no evidence that these groups
are fleeing across state lines or have trouble
purchasing goods and services in their home
states. There is no evidence that hate groups
are chasing these individuals across state lines. !

This legislation is a direct violation of the
14™ Amendment to  continued on back page
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DANGEROUS LEGISLATION continued from inside

the Constitution, which affords equal protection under the law. Our criminal justice system has been built on
equal justice for all. Under this bill justice would not longer be equal.

“Criminalizing thoughts as well as action, and creating special categories of victims are unconstitutional,” says
Tony Perkins of the Family Research Council. Dr. James Dobson, founder of Focus on the Family, warned that the
true intent of the bill was “to muzzle people of faith who dare to express their moral and biblical concerns about
homosexuality.” If you read the Bible in a certain way, you may be guilty of committing a ‘thought crime.””

The legislation is now headed to the Senate under the name of “The Local Law Enforcement Hate Crimes
Prevention Act, S. 1105.” It would mandate additional federal penalties (and monies for the prosecution of)
crimes involving sexual orientation or gender identity. Sen. Ted Kennedy has been attempting to pass this bill in
the Senate for six years. Backers are hoping that people won't realize the true intent of the bill is not to punish
what is already illegal, but rather to muzzle people of faith who dare to express their moral and biblical concerns
about homosexuality. ?

At the writing of this article, it is uncertain when the Senate will act on the bill. If it has not been voted on,
please take immediate action. This must be stopped!

Kansans contact:
Sen. Pat Roberts | e-mail: Roberts.senate.gov | phone: (202) 224-4774 or (316) 263-0416
mail: 155 N. Market, Suite 120, Wichita, KS 67202

Sen. Sam Brownback | e-mail: Brownback.senate.gov | phone: (202) 224-6521 or (316) 264-8066
mail: 245 N. Waco, Suite 240, Wichita, KS 67202

Outside of Kansas, ask for your Senators at: Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121

Sources:

1 Traditional Values Coalition website, “House of Representatives Slaps Christians in Face on National Day of Prayer,”
5-3-01.

2 American Family News Network, “House passes ‘thought crimes’ bill 237-180,” Jeff Johnson, 5-3-07.

Quoteworthy — “With confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounding
determination of our people, we will gain the inevitable triumph—so help us,

God.”

— President Frankilin Delano Roosevelt concluding his Pearl Harbor speech, Dec. 8, 1941

Conservative Web Sites

American Family Association
www.afa.net; www.onemilliondads.com;
and www.onemillionmoms.com

The Center for Reclaiming America
www.reclaimamerica.org

American Family Radio
www.afr.net

Family Research Council
www.frc.org

Concerned Women for America
www.cwfa.org

Agape Press
www.agapepress.org

American Center for Law & Justice
www.aclj.org

Focus on the Family
www.family.org

Parents Television Council
www.parentstv.org

Check out The Observer online at
WWWw.ccc.org




